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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Disposition of Claims 
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If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claimsl-3, 5-9, 1 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Will 
(US 5,970,388). 

As to independent claim 1, Will discloses an electronic wireless badge device (Fig. 3a) 
comprising, a wireless front end and an electronic display adapted to electronically display badge 
information received by said wireless front end (col. 4, lines 17-48). 

As to independent claim 8, a network security station, comprising, a database of badge 
information corresponding to said authorized user codes (col. 5, lines 1-6); and a wireless front 
end adapted to transmit badge information retrieved from said database of badge information 
(col. 4, lines 17-64). 




• 
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As to independent claims 12 and 20, a method and an apparatus of providing electronic 
badge information for display on a user's electronic wireless badge comprising, establishing a 
wireless network between a network security station and a plurality of electronic wireless badges 
(Fig. 1, col. 2, line 63-col. 3, line 5, col. 4, lines 17-18); transmitting badge display information 
to each of said plurality of electronic wireless badges (col 4, lines 17-64); and electronically 
displaying said badge display information on each of said plurality of electronic wireless badges 
(col. 4, lines 17-64). 

As to dependent claim 2 and 9, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising where said 
electronic display is adapted to display any of one of a plurality of different badge information at 
any one time (col. 4, lines 17-64, electronic mail message, incoming telephone call). 

As to dependent claims 3, 9, 13 and 21, Will discloses a central station with several 
remote stations with several communications units or wireless badges (Fig. 1). A piconet is a 
connection between a master and one or more slaves. Thus it would be inherent that the system 
disclosed by Will is that of a piconet. 



As to dependent claims 5 and 1 1, limitations of claims 1 and 8, and further comprising 
wherein said badge information includes a photo of an authorized wearer (Fig. 3a, col. 4, lines 
41-44). 

As to dependent claim 6, limitations of claim 1, and further comprising wherein said 
electronic display is an LCD device (Fig. 3a, item 17, col. 4, lines 44-48). 

As to dependent claims 14 and 22 limitations of claims 13 and 21, and further comprising 
wherein said badge display information displayed on each of said plurality of electronic wireless fc 
badges is different (col. 4, lines 17-64). 
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As to dependent claims 15 and 23, limitations of claims 13 and 21, and further 
comprising, authorizing said electronic wireless badges to receive badge display information. 

As to dependent claim 16 and 24, limitations of claims 13 and 21, and further comprising, 
altering said badge display information periodically to prevent fraud (col. 4, lines 3-8). 

As to dependent claims 17 and 25, limitations of claims 16 and 24, and further 
comprising, flashing a display of said wireless badges in concert (col. 4, lines 17-26) 

As to dependent claims 18 and 26, limitations of claims 13 and 21, and further 
comprising, linking badge information stored in said electronic wireless badge (communications 
unit) with an application computer (remote and central stations) (Fig. 1). 

As to dependent claims 19 and 27, limitations of claims 18 and 26, and further 
comprising wherein said application computer is a register checkout (Fig. 1, remote stations). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Will as 
applied to claims 1 and 8, above, and further in view of Bork et al. (US 6,246,376). 

As to dependent claims 4 and 10 limitations of claim 1 and 8, and further comprising 
wherein said wireless piconet front end is a BLUETOOTH device. Will does not disclose a 
BLUETOOTH device. Bork et al disclose in col. 2, lines 4-1 1 where a wireless location and 
direction indicator users BLUETOOTH protocol, which permits multiple piconets to exist in, 
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close proximity. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the system of 
Bork et al could have been incorporated into that of Will. Will discloses a wireless system with 
a wireless badge using communications means for locating and subsequently sending other 
information to the wireless badges. Bork et al disclose a system for wireless locating for 
multiple devices. The piconets using BLUETOOTH is advantageous as it is capable of 
communicating with like communication devices to transfer identification data and either fixed 
or variable location data as disclosed by Bork et al 

Conclusion 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-6606 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal drive, 

Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Srilakshmi K. Kumar whose telephone number is 703 306 5575. 

The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:30 pm alternate Fridays off 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven J. Saras can be reached on 703 305 9720. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 306-0377 for regular 
communications and 703 308 9051 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 305 4700. 



Srilakshmi K. Kumar 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2675 



SKK 

March 22, 2002 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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